Valley High School Musical Script

Scene—Chemistry Class
(Students are milling about the chemistry classroom. LAURA, GABE, and other members of the football team are there. A few students are sitting down at their desks reading aloud form Spotlight.)
STUDENT 1: (reading from Spotlight) Ever since the dawn of our school system, there as been a hierarchy. At the top are the seniors—mature, responsible, and wizened form their three or more years at Valley. It is their job to use their superiority to demand respect and rule over our school. Then there’s the juniors. Their job is to function as the working middle class and keep our school’s reputation high. And finally, there are the sophomores. As the new kids on the block, their job is to stay out of the way and not interact with the upperclassmen—unless they are addressed first. Then their job is to grovel at the upperclassman’s feet like the inferior whelps that they are.
STUDENT 2: [Reads an article with so many typos that it comes out really weird.]
STUDENT 3 (1): (reading from Spotlight) It is a sad, sad day in Valley’s history as superstar gymnast, Shawn Johnson, has disgraced our noble school. After a recent tip by an anonymous source, school authorities were horrified to discover that after winning the International Gymnastics Championship in Germany, Shawn had consumed a fruit cake which had not had all the whisky cooked out of it, thus violating the Valley Athletics code. Immediately upon hearing about this grave transgression, Dr. Poole used Valley’s worldwide authority to ban Shawn from the Olympics in Beijing. (2)
(Bell rings and conversations die out. CHEMISTRY TEACHER enters.)
CHEMISTRY TEACHER (3): Okay class. Today we are going to be doing a lab on combustion reactions. How many of you brought something to burn.
(All students hold up Spotlight issue.)

CHEMISTRY TEACHER: I’m glad to see that you’re all prepared. (4) Now before we get started I’d just like to go over a few safety rules. Number one: wear goggles at all times. Number two: do not touch the fire; it will burn you. Number three: do not eat—
(CHEMISTRY TEACHER interrupted by door opening. MARIA enters nervously.)
CHEMISTRY TEACHER: (to Maria) Can I help you?

MARIA: Ummm…is this the Chemistry class?
CHEMISTRY TEACHER: Yes, and you are?

MARIA: I’m Maria. I’m a new student to Valley.

STUDENT 3 O/S: You poor soul.
CHEMISTRY TEACHER: Well in that case why don’t you take a moment to tell the class a little about yourself?
MARIA: My name is Maria L’Dantis-Wong. I just transferred here from a private school in Canada. My mother was Mexican; my father was half Chinese, half French. I have an older brother who’s in a wheelchair, an adopted younger sister from Africa, and a cousin who’s Jewish. (Pauses) Am I forgetting anything?
STUDENT 1 O/S: Homosexuals!
MARIA: Oh yeah! And my dog’s a lesbian.
CHEMISTRY TEACHER: Thank you Maria. That was the most politically correct introduction I’ve ever heard.

(5)
Scene—Student Commons Area
(6) (ALEX and her friends are talking in the middle of the hallway. Every now and then some other students try and shove past them.)
ALEX: (Looking around) So this is Valley…damn big place.
FRIEND 1: This is going to be great!

FRIEND 2: Easy for you to say. You’re taking easy classes like Home Ec.
FRIEND 1: (defensively) It’s not Home Ec. It’s family consumer science.
ALEX & FRIEND 2: It’s Home Ec.

FRIEND 1: Whatever…What are your plans, Alex?
ALEX: Me? I’m going to find my long lost sister.
FRIEND 2: I didn’t know you had a long lost sister.

ALEX: Yeah, Tori. She disappeared from this school two years ago.

FRIEND 1: (gasps) Really? What happened to her?

ALEX: (Looks up and takes a deep breath) It was a school day just like this one…
(7) (Screen fades out to black and white student commons. TORI and three other girls are sitting at the table.)

ALEX V/O: She was just chatting with her friends, completely unsuspecting as to the danger lurking near her. I guess she didn’t think that anything could go wrong that day.
(Jaws theme starts to play. Camera starts to slowly come up behind TORI.)
ALEX V/O: But unfortunately for her, she had forgotten something very important.
(Camera gets closer and closer to TORI until it’s right behind her. TORI turns around and gasps in horror.)
(8) HALL MONITOR O/S: Where’s your student ID?

TORI: I…I don’t have it!

(Camera quickly moves up to show ceiling. TORI screams bloody murder. Scene fades back to show ALEX with her friends.)
ALEX: And she was never seen again.

(A few moments of silence pass.)
FRIEND 2: Oh my God…I’ve heard about hall monitor attacks before but I thought they were just rumors.

ALEX: I wish they were. Then my sister would still be here.
FRIEND 1: How do you know she’s still alive? What if the hall monitor ate her?!
ALEX: I know she’s alive; I can feel it in my heart. And I won’t rest until my quest to   find her is complete. (Friends gasp at this sentence.) What? What’d I say?
FRIEND 1: (whispering) Didn’t you read the Valley handbook, Alex?! Quests are illegal!

ALEX: (totally confused) They are?

FRIEND 2: (to FRIEND 1) Let’s get out of here before anyone hears her!

(FRIEND 1 and FRIEND 2 quickly grab ALEX’S and start hurrying her off camera.)
ALEX: But I already said it so it wouldn’t matter anyway!
FRIEND 2: Hurry!

(After ALEX and two friends leave, two seniors enter.)
SENIOR 1: God, those sophomores are sooooooo annoying.

SENIOR 2: Yeah, they’re so immature. Why can’t they just get out of the way?
SENIOR 1: At least we’re more mature.

SENIOR 2: Yeah, we’re seniors so we’re waaaaaay more mature.

(Small pause)
SENIOR 2: Buy the way, have you tried the latest drugs yet?

SENIOR 1: No but I can’t wait to. I hear they’re awesome.

Scene—Maria Meets Gabe—School Stairway & Hallway (9)
(Bell rings and students leave class. School stairway is completely filled with people. MARIA enters the scene and sits down at one of the tables. She gives a sad sigh before unloading her backpack and starting her work. GABE walks up to her.)
GABE: Mind if I sit with you?
MARIA: No, not at all.

(GABE sits down at the table.)

GABE: Soooo…what are you working on?
MARIA: Pre-Calculus homework. My dad always picks me up from school but since he can’t come until about 4:00, so I figured I should work on some of my homework while I wait for him. (small gasp) Oh my God, I’m so sorry. I tend to chatter a lot.

(GABE is not paying attention to what she’s saying because he’s too enchanted by either her voice or her chest.)
GABE: …No problem… (snaps back to reality) I mean, I don’t mind if you chatter. By the way, my name’s Gabe.
MARIA: I’m Maria.

GABE: Yeah I know. I saw you in my Chemistry class. So how are you liking Valley so far?

MARIA: Honestly? (sad sigh) Not so much. My first day was a nightmare. This school’s so big it’s a wonder I even got to my classes at all. And I’m worried that I won’t be able to find my place here. In my last school, I was the star member on the Academic Decathlon team and the Science Bowl team. But I came to Valley late in the year so all the teams have been decided already. Even the Debate team is full
GABE: (totally lost) We have a debate team? Uh, I mean, yeah, that sucks that everything’s full.
MARIA: The only thing I could think of is joining is the school musical.

GABE: (Seeing a great chance to spend more time with MARIA) What a coincidence! I’m doing that too!

MARIA: That’s great! 

GABE: And you know if you need something to do after school then maybe you could join one of the clubs that go on after school.
MARIA: (Eyes light up and she starts to pack up her stuff.) That’s a great idea, Gabe! I’ve been so lonely here and this would be a great way to meet new people. Why didn’t I think of it before? Thanks a lot Gabe!
(MARIA leaves but GABE is so busy chattering that he doesn’t notice.)

GABE: No problem, Maria. And don’t worry. You’ll have an easy time making friends. After all, you’re a really amazing girl. I’ve known that ever since I saw you in Chemistry. Well not saw as in, like, stare or anything. I mean, I was staring at you ‘cause you were at the front of the class and talking to everyone, but it wasn’t anything more than just a curious-about-the-new-girl stare.
(Sometime during GABE’S monologue, OTHER TEACHER enters and stands right where MARIA was. GABE doesn’t notice this.)

GABE: And not curious in the I-wonder-what-she-would-look-like-with-her-clothes-off way, of course, although I’m sure you’d probably look good, but I wouldn’t try to find out or anything, even if we were dating, not that I’m suggesting we do or anything like that… (sighs) You probably think I’m insane or something.
OTHER TEACHER: Yes, yes I do.
(GABE instantly looks up and freaks out when he sees OTHER TEACHER.)
GABE: HOLY SHIT!!
Scene—Maria goes to GSA—School Hallway

(Maria is walking down the hallway looking around.)
MARIA: Hmmmm…I wonder which club I should join. Well, I’ve always wanted to try something unique so maybe I should join that Harry Potter club, the DA.
(MARIA passes by the room that the DA is in. Inside are STUDENT 3 and some others. STUDENT 3 has a feather in one hand and a wand in the other.)
STUDENT 3: Here we go. Wingardium Leviosa!!! 

(STUDENT 3’S hand bursts into flames.) (10)
MARIA: No…I want to be a part of club that tries to change the world around them. Maybe I should be a part of the Young Democrats or Young Republicans.
(MARIA walks by a republican and a democrat taking turns slapping each other in the face.)
MARIA: Maybe not…I want to be in a club that doesn’t have a lot of negativity associated with it. Like the Optimist Club.

(LAURA runs by MARIA looking terrified. She stops to catch her breath, then glares off screen.)
LAURA: No! I told you I’m not interested, so back off, okay?!
(OPTIMIST CLUB enters and walks steadily towards LAURA who backs up.)
OPTIMIST 1: (creepy, child-like voice) Come join us, Laura. We’d love to have you with us.
OPTIMIST 2: We can make you happy, Laura.
OPTIMIST 3: We’re going to Candy Mountain, Laura.
LAURA: I said no!
(LAURA and OPTIMIST CLUB exit.)
MARIA: (defeated sigh) This is hopeless. Where am I going to find a club that is unique, positive, and tries to change the world around them?
(All of a sudden, MARIA stops. A light shines on the ground in front of her. She slowly looks up at the source of the light and gasps. Camera shows a sign above a doorway that says GSA. Holy revelation music plays in the background. Camera goes back to MARIA.)
MARIA: (squinting into the light) …G…S…A? (realization) Of course! Girl Scouts of America! I’ve always wanted to be a girl scout.
Scene—Gay/Straight Alliance
(MARIA casually enters the GSA.)

MARIA: (excitedly) Um, Hi! My name’s Maria L’Dantis-Wong and I’d like to (sees two [guys/girls] kissing) (11) join…your…club…
(Gay couple stops kissing and look at MARIA. MARIA faints from shock.)
(12)
OPTIMIST 2 O/S: Resistance is futile, Laura!

LAURA O/S: LEAVE ME ALONE!!!
Scene—Mr. Schebel’s Creative Writing Class (13)
(Bell rings and students quiet down and get in their seats. ANDREW is in one of the front seats, MARIA is in the seat to the right. MR. SCHEBEL stops talking to OTHER TEACHER in the room and faces the class.)
MR. SCHEBEL: Greetings and salutations everyone, and welcome to the first day of Creative Writing. My name is Mr. Schebel.
ALL STUDENTS: Hi Mr. Schebel.
MR. SCHEBEL: (Tone becomes more dramatic as speech goes on) Before we get started, I have a very important warning for each and every one of you. Creative Writing is a writing class unlike any you’ve ever taken. Here, correct structure doesn’t matter, plot structure is never set in stone, and reading strategies do not exist. This is a class where you will learn to create your own realities, release your buried emotions, and stretch your imagination to its limits. And those of you who are able to show immense individuality and creative talent will get the chance to move on to…Creative Writing II.
(MR. SCHEBEL pauses while entire class Ooo’s and Ahhh’s in amazement. After a few seconds, he smirks mischievously.)
MR. SCHEBEL: (smirking) And everyone else… will PERISH!

(There are a few moments of stunned silence among the students before everyone screams in terror. OTHER TEACHER slaps her forehead. MR. SCHEBEL tries to tell everyone he was joking but has difficulty because he’s laughing so hard.)
(14)
Scene—Ending Credits—Student Center
(ANDREW, GABE, MARIA, ALEX, and LAURA are hanging out in the student center. On one couch are GABE and ANDREW sitting very close to each other and MARIA, who is still in tears. On the other side are ALEX looking ticked off, and LAURA. Credits roll over the screen while they’re talking.)
LAURA: Well guys, this has certainty been an exciting musical, hasn’t it? Not only did have a great time, but we learned some valuable lessons as well.
(SCREEN TEXT: __________ as Gabe)
ANDREW: All say. I learned that no matter who you are or what your sexual orientation is, there is always someone out there for you.

GABE: And hopefully they’ll be hot.
(SCREEN TEXT: Samantha Arneson as Alex Fletcher)

ALEX: (disgruntled) I learned that all older siblings suck.
(SCREEN TEXT: __________ as Maria L’Dantis-Wong)

MARIA: (crying) I learned that love is a harsh cruel thing that tears you into little pieces, eats you alive, and then leaves you all alone to suffer. (cries even harder)
GABE: (stares at MARIA) Okaaaaay…How bout you, Laura? What’d you learn?

(SCREEN TEXT: Laura Fast as herself)
LAURA: Me? (thinks for a moment) Well, I learned that you can’t use the Writers Guild Strike as an excuse to not do an essay. No wait, that’s stupid. 
(SCREEN TEXT: Screenplay written by Laura Fast)
LAURA: How about, don’t throw rocks at people with guns? Nah… What do you think? (no one responds) Guys?
(Camera pans to show ANDREW, GABE, ALEX, and MARIA all giving death glares. Camera goes back to LAURA who looks confused.)
LAURA: What? What’d I do—? (Looks up and sees the SCREEN TEXT. Panicked expression appears on her face.) Uh oh.
(Throughout the rest of the scene, remaining credits roll.)
ANDREW: (very angry) YOU! You wrote this script! I should have known!
ALEX: (also angry) You’re the reason I had to suffer through that disgusting kitchen.
MARIA: (angry, buy still crying) And the reason I fell in love with a gay man.
GABE: (angry as well) And the reason I accidently hit on a teacher.

MARIA: You Sadist! What’s wrong with you?!
LAURA: (trying to joke her way out of the situation) Heh, you know…people have been wondering that for years…
GABE: Don’t change the subject!!! (GABE moves closer to LAURA causing her to flinch back again) I can’t believe you would write something so sick and twisted!
ANDREW: I can.

ALEX: Me too.

LAURA: (knows she’s in huge trouble) Come on, guys. You’re not really going to kill me, are you? 
(LAURA turns to ALEX who activates her lightsaber. LAURA panics.)
(SCREEN TEXT: Directed by Zachary Hayes)
GABE: And after we’re done slicing you into little pieces, we’ll be taking revenge on (looks at the SCREEN TEXT) Zachary Hayes, the director, as well!

(GABE, ANDREW, ALEX, and MARIA close in on LAURA)
ZACH O/S: Don’t worry, Laura! I, Zachary Hayes, am coming to rescue you!
LAURA: (shouting off screen) Forget about me! Save yourself!

ZACH O/S: Okay.

LAURA: (terrified and pissed off) NO WAIT DON’T! GET BACK HERE YOU ASSHOLE! I WAS BEING DRAMATIC! ZACH!!!
Temporary Footnotes
1. I have an actor in mind for Student 3: My friend Summer Wendt.
2. I just found out that, like most famous athletes, Shawn Johnson has a publicity agent and while she herself may not object to being in VHSM, her agent might. Because of this we’re need to be very careful about what scene we put her in.
3. All of the chemistry teacher’s lines are spoken in a dull monotone.
4. Somewhere in between here and Maria’s introduction to the class, my character gets introduced. I’m just not sure exactly how or when

5. The rest of this scene is about Gabe falling for Maria. I haven’t gotten that part down yet.
6. I’m 99% sure that Sam Arneson is going to play Alex. She can act, sing, dance, do minor stunts, AND she’s a sophomore.
7. The actress who plays Alex’s sister Tori need’s to be a gorgeous (preferably blond) senior girl.
8. I have no idea who we can get to play the Head Hall Monitor.

9. I need to shorten this scene somehow. Any ideas?
10. Yes, you read that right. Bursts into flames. Believe it or not, I actually know to do this without burning her. It’s a trick I learned recently in chemistry. The toughest part of this scene will be switching the feather with methane filled soap bubbles and convincing my chemistry teacher to let us do this.
11. I originally imagined this scene with two guys but two girls could work too.
12. This scene happens sometime during Maria’s conversation with Andrew, which I haven’t written yet.

13. I talked to Mr. Schebel and he said he wouldn’t mind doing this scene at all.

14. The remainder of this scene involves Maria fawning over Andrew. I haven’t written that yet either.
